Regular Meeting of the City Council
City of Rockport
1472 Military Road, Rockport, AR 72104
Tuesday, October 15%, 2019

Rockport City Council met on Tuesday, October 15%, 2019 at Rockport City Hall at 5:00 PM

Pledge of Allegiance:

Mayor Ruth Ann Crites led the Pledge of allegiance.

Open Prayer:

Opening prayer was performed by Council Member Womble.
Roll Call

The following council members were present:

Darrell Hughes, Brenda Womble, Jimmie Shuffield, Melinda Baker

Others Present.:

Damon Dyer, Gretchen Ritchey, Joe Fuell, Chris Gaines, and Wayne Smith

Reading of Minutes:

Minutes from Tuesday, September 171, 2019 were read.

Motion was made to accept the minutes by Council Member Hughes, Seconded by Council
Member Baker.

(Baker-Y, Hughes-Y, Womble-Y, Shuffield-Y)
Motion carried.
Minutes from Monday, August 26", 2019 were read.

Motion was made to accept the minutes by Council Member Baker, Seconded by Council
Member Shuffield.

(Hughes-Y, Baker-Y. Womble-Y, Shuffield-Y)

Motion carried.

Financial Report:
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The September 2019 financial statements were presented and a motion to accept was made by
Council Member Hughes and a second was made by Council Member Womble.

(Womble-Y, Hughes-Y, Shuffield-Y, Baker-Y)
Motion carried.

Planning Commission:

The Planning Commission met and discussed the annexation on Sand Rd..

Police Department:

No police department report this month.

Street Department:

Damon Dyer stated the city is waiting on the Railroad at this point still to put the culvert under
the train tracks. He also stated the department fixed a few potholes and they are starting to look
at ditches to get them cleaned out. Dyer then alleged the culvert on Phillips needs replacing soon.
He further stated that they need to get the grass killed out on some of the gravel roads so they can
get new gravel hauled in for those roads.

Sewer Department

Damon Dyer stated the city had no new customers added on yet. The department is having issues
with people driving on the sewer lines and having to repair them. To remedy this, a letter is being
given to customers with their current bill, notifying customers that they will be responsible for
the costs associated with any repairs for someone damaging the pipes by running over them
going forward.

Council Member Hughes made a motion to accept all departments reports for this meeting.
Council Member Shuffield seconded.

(Womble-Y, Hughes-Y, Baker-Y, Shuffield-Y)
Motion carried.

Old Business:

None.

New Business:

Chris Gaines, Rockport citizen, spoke to the council about ordinance 2019-4 that was passed at
last month’s meeting. He stated that he has concerns with city members not being able to express
their opinions on this matter before the ordinance was passed. He also stated that they need the
city’s website to have more financial transparency and had concerns about money movement
between the city’s departments. Mayor Crites interjected that the council’s first priority is to
protect the Rockport citizens. She also stated that Magnet Cove fire department in the past has
not always accepted their emergency calls. Council Member Baker stated that the Facebook post
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that Mr. Gaines made was contradictory and also very negative. She further stated that the
Rockport citizens elected the council members into these positions to make the decisions that are
best for the city and that all citizens are welcome at all board meetings and are encouraged to
attend to help express their opinions for these types of decisions. She also stated that they do not
have enough manpower to keep the website updated on everything. At this moment they are only
able to keep the fines and emergency payments up to date.

Wayne Smith, assistant fire chief at Magnet Cove, then spoke up and stated that Magnet Cove
was having trouble keeping volunteers in the past but in recent months have new volunteers and
are now able to answer more calls. He also stated that he was not aware of any complaints on the
Magnet Cove Fire Department. Mayor Crites stated that we have a mutual aid agreement with all
surrounding Fire Departments and will all continue to work together.

The Rockport-Mt Willow Fire Department is asking permission of the City Council to renovate
the existing awning at the old city hall building. Mr. Dyer stated they would like to turn this into
three separate bays. They would also reinforce the roof and concrete all of the floors and that
some of the space would be open for public use. The Council asked that Mr. Dyer get plans
drawn and a cost analysis report together to present to the board for approval.

A motion to review these plans when ready was made by Council Member Womble. Council
Member Baker seconded.

(Hughes-Y, Shuffield-Y, Baker-Y, Womble-Y)

Council Member Baker made a motion to adjourn. Council Member Womble seconded the
motion. All was in favor.

City Council adjourned at 6:07 PM.
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Sandra Baker, City Clerk
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